
TECH TOUR
OCTOBER 25–28, 2016

Start Fort Wayne and its Atrium co-working space, in partnership with 
local entrepreneurs, educational institutions, government leaders, 
economic development organizations, and established businesses, will 
host entrepreneur and investor Paul Singh for a three-day conference in 
October.  

“The real goal of the Tech Tour is to bring functional expertise and venture 
capital dollars to parts of North America that don’t regularly get the same 
amount of attention as the well-known tech hubs,” Singh said.

Singh is an entrepreneur, speaker, investor, and Airstreamer. Previously, 
Singh was a managing director at 1776 and a general partner in 1776’s 
Seed Fund. Prior to 1776, Singh was the founder of Disruption Corporation 
(acquired by 1776) and general partner of Disruption’s post-seed venture 
capital arm, Crystal Tech Fund. Before that, Singh was a partner at 500 
Startups, an accelerator and venture firm headquartered in Silicon Valley 
that has invested in more than 1,500 companies across 50-plus countries.  
Singh has founded a few of his own startups (two successful exits and 
a number of failures in between) and spent some time at AOL, Carmax, 
PBworks, and Symantec. 

With stops in more than 15 cities booked for 2016, the team at Start Fort 
Wayne is hosting Singh during the week of October 23. The conference 
will offer support and guidance and will get deeply involved in the local 
business community through a week-long series of events and programs. 
The tour will include free and open to the public office hours, tours of 
incubators with local innovators, investor dinners, workshops, and pitch 
sessions.  

“This tour isn’t just for companies that want to raise VC money or tech 
startups trying to be the next ‘Uber for this or Uber for that,’ Singh said. 
“We want brick-and-mortar businesses, too, and those who are working on 
their own entrepreneurial dream. It’s important to realize that technology 
is so interwoven into business such that every startup or entrepreneur 
needs to understand how to make it work for them.”

The organizers of this event are seeking community partners to provide 
funding and programming opportunities to fund Singh’s trip to northeast 
Indiana. We hope that we can count on your participation and support of 
this event which will help our region get on the map with a network of 
founders and investors we wouldn’t otherwise meet.

Sincerely,

Dave Sanders, Start Fort Wayne, daves@startfortwayne.com 
Andrew Myers, Myers Development, andrew@myers-dev.com



EVENT SUMMARY
TARGET AUDIENCE

• Local entrepreneurs 

• Educational institutions 

• Government leaders 

• Economic development organizations

• Established small and large businesses

EVENT PURPOSE
The purpose of this conference is to strengthen the entrepreneurial 
community and local economy in Fort Wayne by providing functional 
expertise and venture capital funding from top notch Silicon Valley 
investors to our local entrepreneurs.

Government leaders, educators, and economic development officials will 
also benefit from hearing about Paul’s experience and lessons learned 
from investing in over 1,500 companies across 50+ countries.  They 
can take his best practices and apply them to our own entrepreneurial 
ecosystem.

Learn more about TechTour2016 at the following URL:

https://nvite.com/community/rjtechtour 

BENEFITS
For Entrepreneurs: connect with high profile venture funders and business 
leaders who can become valuable resources for you and your company.

For the Community: help outside investors learn more about northeast 
Indiana and what unique talents, industries, and opportunities are 
available here.

For Sponsors: show your forward thinking leadership by helping to bring 
resources and connections to our region that we would not otherwise see. 
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PROPOSED CALENDAR
Please note: The calendar below is being developed at this time, and the 
events and locations listed below are examples of the types of activities 
that could happen during these times. We will be working with the 
sponsors and the greater community to ensure that Paul’s time is best 
spent learning about the best of our region.

DAY 1: TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25
Morning Stakeholder Introductions Breakfast (local government 

leaders, EDC representatives, etc.)

Local Tours (e.g. Orthovation Center, Orthoworx, C3, 
NIIC, etc.)

Afternoon Kickoff presentation at Atrium

Evening Networking social and investor pitches

DAY 2: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26
Morning 1 Million Cups Presentation

Tour of Sweetwater Sound

Office Hours for local entrepreneurs to get advice from Paul 
and his team

Afternoon Entrepreneurship Workshops

Office Hours for local entrepreneurs to get advice from Paul 
and his team

Evening Local Leaders Reception (VIP event at Indiana Tech, C3, or 
other stakeholder location)

DAY 3: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27
Morning Stakeholder Roundtable

Afternoon Entrepreneurship Workshops

Office Hours for local entrepreneurs to get advice from Paul 
and his team

Evening Networking Social and Send Off
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FUNDRAISING
Total Funding Required: $12,500 

PLANNED EXPENSES
• $4,000 flat rate fee to cover all expenses for fuel, tolls, parking, event 

production and other related costs for Paul’s team

• $1,000 for event space booking

• $5,000 for food and social events

• $1,000 for Atrium Staff

• $500 for transportation

• $500 for contingencies

• $500 for marketing

SPONSOR LEVELS

Premium Partner: $5,000

Premium Partner will be featured throughout the event and represented 
prominently on all marketing materials, press releases, and signage.  In 
addition, the Premium Partner will sponsor the VIP Reception at a location 
of their choice, which will include the Tech Tour team along with other 
sponsors and local leaders. There is one exclusive Premium Partner 
sponsorship available.

Partner: $2,500

Partners will be featured on all marketing materials, press releases, and 
signage throughout the event.

Supporter: $500

Supporters will be listed on marketing materials and signage throughout 
the event.

All sponsors will receive invitations to all public and VIP events and be 
introduced to Paul and his team.
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